
Regular Meeting 
Of the 

East Bay Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals 

TUESDAY January 16, 2018 Townshi p Hall 6:30 pm. 

Board Members Present: Tracey Bartlett, Ted Hentschel, Carl Studzinski, Dave Houseman, Frank 
Guerin 
Also Present: Leslie Couturier, Zoning Administrator/Recording Secretary 

There were five (5) guests in attendance. 

1. Call Meeting to Order. Chair Houseman convened the meeting at 6:30pm. 

2. Roll Call. Roll was called by the recording secretary and a quorum was present. 

3. Review for Conflict of Interest: None 

4. Approval of the Agenda. Guerin moved to approve the agenda as presented1 Bartlett 
supported the motion and the motion passed unopposed. 

5. Approval of the Minutes. A motion was made by Hentschel to approve the minutes of 
the November 141 2017 Regular Meeting1 Bartlett supported the motion and it passed 
unopposed. A motion was made by Bartlett to approve the minutes for both the 
regular and site review minutes for the December 121 2017 Regular meeting1 

Studzinski seconded the motion and the motion passed unopposed. 

6. Public Input: None 

7. New Business: 

A. Appeal Request 1-18; Brenda Forestner, owner; Public Hearing & Action. 

All legal requirements have been met. 

Appeal Request 1-18; Brenda Forstner, owner, on a parcel of land commonly known as 
1228 E. River Road, Traverse City, property identification number 28-03-117-008-00, in 
the Boardman River, BR, Zoning District. The request is to construct (after the fact) a 
17' x 17' deck attached to the existing deck, requiring a variance from Section 505 
Table Number 1 Yard Setbacks; specifically a 75' river's edge variance, resulting in a 
25' setback from the Boardman River. The minimum setback from the river, 
downstream from the old Boardman damn site, is 100' in the BR District. This request 
is being heard after the fact, as the deck has already been built. 



Ms. Forstner was in attendance and addressed the board, first apologizing for building 
the deck without permits and for not being aware that she needed to request a variance. 
Forstner described the proposed need for a variance and produced pictures of the 
property previous to and after the flood that occurred when the Boardman Damn was 
removed. She had built the deck to replace a raised garden area that had been 
surrounded by three (3') foot walls, destroyed by the flooding. She had also received a 
permit from the DEQ. 

Chair Housman opened the public hearing at 6:37, as no comments were offered the 
public hearing was closed. Chair Houseman report that letters had been received from 
John Haggard, in favor of the request, and an informational letter from Patrick Ertel of 
the DNR Natural Rivers Program. 

Board discussion ensued with questions to the applicant and to staff; a motion was 
made by Guerin to approve Appeal Request 1-18 as proposed, all Basic 
Conditions were met with the Special Condition being number two (#2); "Where 
there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or physical conditions such 
as narrowness, shallowness, shape, or topography of the property involved, or to 
the intended use of the property that do not generally apply to other property or 
uses in the same zoning district". The motion was supported by Hentschel and 
passed unanimously. 

8. Old Business: None 

9. Reports: Bartlett provided a Township Board Report, followed by a Planning 
Commission report from Hentschel. 

10. Public Input. None offered. 

11. Adjournment: Chair Houseman adjourned the meeting at 6:53 pm. 

Leslie Couturier 
Recording Secretary 


